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1. I t  r ef er s t o t he separ at ion of  r eligion f r om t he st at e.  

  (a) Feder alism   (b) Secular ism    (c) Anar chy   (d) Monar chy  

2. The I ndian const it ut ion mandat es t hat  t he I ndian st at e be:  

  (a) Democr acy   (b) Dict at or ship   (c) Secular    (d) Anar chy  

3. Which schools cannot  pr omot e any one r eligion?  

  (a) Pr ivat e schools   (b) Gover nment  schools  

  (c) I nt er nat ional schools   (d) Religious schools  

4. I ndian secular ism wor ks t o pr event  t he dominat ion t hr ough st r at egy of :  

  (a) Non-int er f er ence  (b) Abolit ion  

  (c) I nt er f er ence    (d) None of  t hese  

5. I ndian Const it ut ion is:  

  (a) Flexible   (b) Rigid   (c) Const ant    (d) None of  t hese 

6. The I ndian const it ut ion guar ant ees:  

  (a) Food   (b) Home   (c) Fundament al Right s    (d) Elect r icit y  

7. I t  r ef er s t o t he st at e' s ef f or t s t o inf luence a par t icular  mat t er  in accor dance wit h t he  

    pr inciples of  t he const it ut ion:  

  (a) Coer cion   (b) I nt er pr et    (c) I nt er vene   (d) None of  t hese  

8. I n which of  t he f ollowing count r ies ar e non-Muslims not  allowed t o build chur ch, et c.?  

  (a) USA   (b) Saudi Ar abia   (c) I ndia   (d) Pakist an  

1. (b) 2. (c) 3. (b) 4. (a) 5. (a) 6. (c) 7. (c) 8. (b) 

 

 

 

 

 

Object ive Type Quest ions 

I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 

Grade VI I I  – Polit ical Science  

Lesson 2.  Underst anding Secularism  
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1. Which one is a cor r ect  st at ement  wit h r egar d t o Saudi Ar abia?  

  (a) Non-Muslims can gat her  in a public place f or  pr ayer .  

  (b) They cannot  build a t emple, chur ch, et c.  

  (c) They can live in t heir  own way.  

  (d) None of  t he above  

2. The most  impor t ant  aspect  of  secular ism is it s  

  (a) separ at ion of  r eligion f r om St at e power     

  (b) separ at ion of  polit ics f r om r eligion  

  (c) separ at ion of  one communit y f r om anot her   

  (d) mixing of  r eligion wit h St at e power   

3. What  childr en cannot  do in t he gover nment  schools?  

  (a) Celebr at e any nat ional f est ival  (b) Celebr at e any r eligious f est ival  

  (c) Sing nat ional song   (d) Sing nat ional ant hem  

4. The gover nment  cannot  f or ce Sikhs t o wear  a helmet  while dr iving t wo wheeler s because  

  (a) Sikhs ar e ver y power f ul  

  (b) t hey do not  obey gover nment  r ules  

  (c) t hey look handsome in pagr i  

  (d) wear ing a pagr i is a ver y impor t ant  par t  of  Sikh r eligion 

5. I n Amer ican secular ism, t her e is a  

  (a) st r ict  separ at ion bet ween r eligion and t he St at e  

  (b) loose separ at ion bet ween r eligion and t he St at e  

  (c) st r ict  mingling of  r eligion wit h t he St at e  

  (d) st r ict  r ule t hat  cont r act s all r eligions  

1. b 2. a 3. b 4. d 5. a 

 

 

 

PRELUDE  

1. Wher e do Chr ist ians go f or  pr ayer ?  

  (a) Temple   (b) Chur ch   (c) Mosque   (d) Gur udwar a  

 

I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 

I I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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2. What  happened in Hit ler ' s Ger many?  

  (a) Sever al million people wer e killed   (b) Bomb blast  t ook place in Nagasaki 

  (c) Assassinat ion of  Mr s. I ndir a Gandhi   (d) All of  t hese  

WHAT I S SECULARI SM?  

3. What  does ' t o f or ce someone t o do somet hing'  mean?  

  (a) Coer cion   (b) I nt er vene   (c) I nt er pr et    (d) None of  t hese  

4. I ndian Const it ut ion cont ains  

  (a) f undament al r ight s   (b) discr iminat ion  

  (c) unequalit y    (d) all of  t hese  

WHY I S I T I MPORTANT TO SEPARATE RELI GI ON FROM THE STATE?  

5. What  could t he t yr anny of  maj or it y r esult  in?  

  (a) Discr iminat ion   (b) Coer cion  (c) None of  t he above    (d) Bot h (a) and (b)  

WHAT I S I NDI AN SECULARI SM  

6. What  can we not  do in gover nment  schools?  

  (a) Sing nat ional ant hem  (b) Sing Rasht r iya Geet   

  (c) Celebr at e any r eligious f est ival   (d) None of  t hese  

7. What  r ef er s t o t he St at e' s ef f or t  t o inf luence a par t icular  mat t er  in accor dance wit h t he  

    pr inciples of  t he const it ut ion?  

  (a) I nt er vene   (b) Coer cion   (c) Medit at ion  (d) None of  t hese  

MI SCELLANEOUS  

8. Which is t he sect  of  J ainism?  

  (a) Ar ya Samaj    (b) Khalsa   (c) Digamber    (d) Sanat an Dhar m  

9. What  is celebr at ed on 2nd Oct ober  of  ever y year ?  

  (a) Chr ist mas Day   (b) Childr en' s Day   (c) Gandhi J ayant i  (d) Diwali  

1. (b) 2. (a) 3. (a) 4. (a) 5. (d) 6. (c) 7. (a) 8. (c) 9. (c) 

 

 

 

1. The Br it isher s came t o I ndia as :  

  (a) social r ef or mer    (b) invent or s (c) r uler     (d) t r ader s  

2. How many languages ar e accept ed in I ndian Const it ut ion ?  

  (a) 22   (b) 28   (c) 15   (d) 20  

I V.  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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3. Bi-Hinduism st ar t ed in t he year  :  

  (a) 1870   (b) 1878   (c) 1865   (d) 1861  

4. Which one of  t he f ollowing is a Fundament al Right ?  

  (a) Right  t o f r eedom of  r eligion   (b) Right  t o pr oper t y  

  (c) Right  t o wor k    (d) All of  t hese  

5. The r ight s pr ovided by Const it ut ion ar e called :  

  (a) Gover nment al Right s   (b) Opt ional Right s  

  (c) Economic Right s     (d) Fundament al Right s  

6. I n which year  Bengal was divided int o t wo par t s?  

  (a) 1905   (b) 1910   (c) 1915   (d) 1920  

7. Bengal was divided as a r esult  of  :  

  (a) Do or  die   (b) Divide and r ule (c) Bot h (a) and (b)   (d) None of  t hese  

8. Who was t he f ir st  gover nor  gener al of  independent  I ndia ?  

  (a) Dr . Raj ender  Par sad  (b) Dr . S. Radhakr ishnan  

  (c) Mahat ma Gandhi   (d) C. Raj agopalachar i  

9. Who was nominat ed as a per manent  member  of  Const it ut ional Assembly ?  

  (a) Dr . Raj ender  Par sad  (b) Dr . S. Radhakr ishnan  

  (c) Mahat ma Gandhi   (d) Dr . B.R. Ambedkar    

1. d 2. a 3. b 4. a 5. d 6. a 7. b 8. d 9. d 

 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. I ndia a. Rigid const it ut ion 

2. Hit ler  b. Skullcap 

3. USA c. Secular  st at e 

4. J ews d. Ger many 

 

1. c 2. d 3. a 4. b 

 

 

I .  Mat ch the Columns 
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Column A Column B 

(i) The I ndian St at e (a) Abolished 

(ii) The f or ce used by a legal aut hor it y (b) Skull cap 

(iii) The pr act ice of  unt ouchabilit y (c) Secular  

(iv) J ews (d) Headscar f  

(v) Muslims (e) Coer cion 

 

i. d ii. e iii. a iv. b v. c 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

a. Hindu i. Religious f est ival  

b. Muslim ii. Pooj a, Medit at ion 

c. Sikh iii. Nat ional Fest ival  

d. Diwali iv. Mecca, Madina 

e. Republic Day v. Golden Temple 

 

a. ii b. iv c. v d. i e. iii 

 

 

 

S. No.  Column A Column B 

1 Sikhism (a) Holy Mass 

2 Chr ist ianit y (b) Shabad Kir t an 

3 I slam (c) J agr an/ Kir t han 

4 Hinduism (d) Qawali 

 

I I .  Mat ch the Columns 

I I I .  Mat ch the Columns 

I V.  Mat ch the Columns 
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1. (b) 2. (a) 3. (d) 4. (c) 

  

 

 

 

1. __________________ is a count r y which gives f undament al r ight s t o t he cit izen t o pr act ise  

   t heir  individual r eligion.   

2. __________________means peace and cooper at ion bet ween individuals.  

3. __________________  cannot  declar e any r eligion as of f icial r eligion.  

4. I ndian secular ism wor ks t o pr event  __________________and __________________. 

5. Secular ism is a f r eedom t o live by an individual' s r eligious __________________ and  

    __________________. 

6. The I ndian const it ut ion guar ant ees  __________________ t hat  ar e based on t he secular   

     pr inciples.  

1. I ndia  2. Har mony  3. The legislat ur e 

4. r eligious dominat ion, discr iminat ion. 5. belief s, pr act ices  6. Fundament al Right s. 

 

 

 

1. The int er vent ion of  t he St at e can also be in t he f or m of  _______________.  

2. I n t he Unit ed St at es of  Amer ica, most  of  t he childr en in gover nment  schools have t o begin  

    t heir  school day r ecit ing t he ` Pledge of  _______________.'    

3. The most  impor t ant  aspect  of  secular ism is it s separ at ion of  r eligion f r om  

    _______________power .  

4. Gover nment  schools don' t  celebr at e any _______________ f est ivals in t he school pr emises. 

5. The I ndian St at e is not  r uled by _______________ gr oup and nor  does it    any one r eligion.  

(i) suppor t  (ii) Allegiance (iii) st at e 

(iv) r eligious (v) r eligious  

 

 

 

 

I .  Fill in the blanks 

I I .  Fill in the blanks 
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(i) Pooj a st hal of  Hindus is _________________.   

(ii) The f or m of  pr ayer  of   _________________ is Namaj .  

(iii) _________________  is God of  Muslim.  

(iv) Holi is celebr at ed in t he mont h of  _________________.  

(v) Makkar  Sakr ant i is celebr at ed on  _________________ J anuar y ever y year .  

(vi) I ndependence Day is _________________ f est ival of  I ndia.  

(i) t emple (ii) Muslims (iii) Allah 

(iv) Mar ch (v) 13t h or  14t h (vi) nat ional  

 

 

 

 

1. Ar t icle 17 abolished _______________.  

2. The most  power f ul aspect  of  secular ism is it s  _______________ f r om st at e power .  

3. I ndian Const it ut ion bans _______________ t o pr event  discr iminat ion of  lower  cast es.  

4. Muslims wor ship in _______________ and t heir  f or m of  pr ayer  is known as   

    _______________. 

5. I ndia is a   _______________ count r y which gives Fundament al Right  of   

    _______________ t o it s cit izen.  

1. Unt ouchabilit y 2. Separ at ion of  r eligion 3. Unt ouchabilit y 

4. Mosques, Namaz 5. Secular , f r eedom of  r eligion  

 

 

 

1. I n I ndia, a Sikh yout h does not  have t o wear  a helmet  as a mar k of  r espect  t o t heir  r eligion.  

2. I ndian const it ut ion pr omot es Hinduism.  

3. USA st r ict ly separ at es it self  f r om r eligions and does not  int er vene in t he r eligious af f air s.  

4. I ndian secular ism f ollows a st r at egy of  int er f er ence.  

5. The I ndian st at e is not  r uled by a r eligious gr oup.  

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. Tr ue 4. False 5. Tr ue 

I .  True or False 

I I I .  Fill in the blanks 

I V.  Fill in the blanks 
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(i) I n I ndian secular ism t he St at e is not  st r ict ly separ at e f r om r eligion.  

(ii) Wear ing a pagr i is cent r al t o a Sikh' s r eligious pr act ice.  

(iii) Gover nment  schools can pr omot e any one r eligion.  

(iv) The I ndian Const it ut ion does not  gr ant  r eligious communit ies t o set  up t heir  own schools and  

       colleges. I n I ndian secular ism, t he St at e cannot  int er vene in r eligion.  

1. Tr ue 2. Tr ue 3. False 4. False 5. False 

 

 

 

(a) Qawwali is r eligious music of  Chr ist ians.  

(b) Shabad Kir t an is t he r eligious music sung by Sikhs.  

(c) Shiva and Vishnu ar e t he God of  Hindus.  

(d) I d-ul-Zuha is t he r eligious f est ivals of  Muslims.  

(a) False (b) Tr ue (c) Tr ue (d) Tr ue 

 

  

 

1. Namaz is t he way of  pr ayer  of  Muslim communit y.  

2. The st at e can also int er vene by ext ending it s suppor t .  

3. Secular ism is not  essent ial f or  a count r y t o f unct ion democr at ically.  

4. I n I ndian secular ism, t he st at e is not  r igidly separ at ed f r om r eligion.  

5. The police st at ions in I ndia ar e supposed t o display and pr of ess t he r eligion of  police  

    super int endent .  

1. Tr ue 2. Tr ue 3. False 4. False 5. False 

  

 

 

 

 

 

I I .  True or False 

I I I .  True or False 

I V.  True or False 
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1.  What  is secularism?  

  Secular ism is f r eedom t o live by an individual' s r eligious belief s and pr act ice I t  

separ at es power  of  r eligion and t he power  of  t he st at e. The st at e is neut r al and impar t ial in 

dealing wit h r eligions.  

2.  I n Saudi Arabia,  how are the non- Muslims t reat ed?  

  I n Saudi Ar abia, non-Muslims ar e not  allowed t o build a t emple, chur ch eit her  and nor  

t hey can gat her  in a public place f or  pr ayer s.  

3.  Explain t he meaning of  coercion.   

  Coer cion means t o f or ce someone t o do somet hing. I n ot her  wor ds, it  r ef er s t o t he f or ce 

used by a legal aut hor it y like t he st at e.  

4.  Def ine f reedom t o int erpret .   

  Fr eedom t o int er pr et  r ef er s t o a per son' s liber t y t o develop his/ her  own under st anding 

and meaning of  t he r eligion pr act ised.  

5.  What  does int ervene mean?  

  I nt er vene r ef er s t o t he st at e' s ef f or t s t o inf luence a par t icular  mat t er  accor dance wit h 

t he pr inciples of  t he Const it ut ion.  

 

 

 

 

1.  List  t he dif f erent  t ypes of  religious pract ices that  you f ind in your neighbourhood.  This  

   could be dif f erent  f orms of  prayer,  worship of  dif f erent  gods,  sacred sit es,  dif f erent   

   kinds of  religious music and singing,  etc.  D t his indicat e f reedom of  religious pract ice?  

[NCERT] 

  Dif f er ent  t ypes of  r eligious pr act ices ar e j agr an, havan, kir t an, mass and namaz.  

  Yes, t his indicat es f r eedom of  r eligious pr act ice.  

2.  Will the government  int ervene if  some religious group says t hat  their religion allows  

    t hem t o pract ice inf ant icides? Give reasons f or your answer.  [NCERT] 

  Yes, t he gover nment  will int er vene if  some r eligions allow people t o pr act ice inf ant icide 

because t he pr act ice of  inf ant icide is inhuman and a heinous cr ime.  

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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3.  Ment ion the t wo reasons why the separat ion bet ween religion and st at e import ant .   

  The t wo r easons why t he separ at ion bet ween r eligion and st at e is impor t ant  ar e as 

f ollows:    

  (i) To pr event  t he dominat ion of  one r eligion over  anot her  r eligion.  

  (ii) To pr ot ect  t he f r eedom of  individuals t o come out  of  t heir  r eligion and f r eedom t o 

int er pr et  r eligious t eachings dif f er ent ly.  

4.  How is secularism pract ised in I ndia?  

  Accor ding t o t he I ndian const it ut ion, I ndia is a secular  count r y which meant  t her e is no 

of f icial r eligion. One r eligious communit y does not  dominat e anot her , nor  t he st at e enf or ces it s 

people t o f ollow any par t icular  r eligion.  

5.  What  is I ndian secularism?  

  The I ndian const it ut ion mandat es t hat  t he I ndian st at e be secular . I t  has t he f ollowing 

obj ect ives:   

  (i) One r eligious communit y does not  dominat e anot her .  

  (ii) Some member s do not  dominat e ot her  member s of  t he same r eligious communit y.  

  (iii) The st at e does not  enf or ce any par t icular  r eligion nor  it  t akes away t he r eligious 

f r eedom of  individuals.  

6.  I ndian secularism is dif f erent  f rom American secularism.  Give one reason.   

  Unlike t he st r ict  separ at ion bet ween r eligion and t he st at e in Amer ican secular ism, in 

I ndian secular ism, t he st at e can int er vene in r eligious af f air s.  

 

 

 

 

1.  Complet e t he f ollowing table:  [NCERT]  

Obj ect ives Why is this import ant ? 
Example of  a violat ion of  

t his object ive 

Our  r eligious communit y does 

not  dominat e anot her  

I t  is impor t ant  f or  

est ablishing har mony in 

societ y 

A muslim f amily living among 

Hindu people in a localit y is 

f or bidden t o of f er  namaz 

The st at e does not  enf or ce 

any par t icular  r eligion nor  

I t  is essent ial in or der  t o 

st ablise t he ideas of  t he 

Demolit ion of  Babr i Masj id 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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t ake away t he r eligious 

f r eedom of  individuals  

I ndian const it ut ion 

That  some member s do not  

dominat e ot her  member s of  

t he same r eligious communit y 

I n or der  t o est ablish equalit y 

and har mony in t he societ y, it  

is impor t ant  

Dalit s ar e discour aged f r om 

ent er ing t emples  

 

 

2.  Look up the annual calendar of  holidays of  your school.  How many of  t hem pertain t o  

   dif f erent  religions.  What  does t his indicate?               [NCERT]  

  The holidays in a school calendar  f or  dif f er ent  r eligions:  

Holidays Religions 

Holi, Dussher a, Diwali Hindu  

I d-ul-Zuha, I d-ul-Fit r , Muhar r am Muslim  

Lohr i, Gur ugobind Singh J ayant i, Gur u Par v, Sikh  

Chr ist mas, Good Fr iday Chr ist ian 

I t  shows equalit y of  r eligions.  

3.  Describe t he various ways t o prevent  religions dominat ion by t he I ndian const it ut ion.   

[NCERT] 

  The var ious ways t o pr event  r eligious dominat ion by t he I ndian const it ut ion ar e:  

  (i) I t  uses a st r at egy of  dist ancing it self  f r om r eligion. The I ndian st at e not  r uled by a 

r eligious gr oup, nor  does it  suppor t  any one r eligion.    

  (ii) I ndian secular ism wor ks t o pr event  t he dominat ion of  r eligion t hr ough a st r at egy of  

non int er f er ence. This means t hat  in or der  t o r espect  t he sent iment s of  all r eligions and not  

int er f er e wit h r eligions pr act ices t he St at e makes cer t ain except ions f or  par t icular  r eligious 

communit ies.  

  (iii) The t hir d way in which I ndian secular ism wor ks t o pr event  t he dominat ion of  r eligion 

is t hr ough a st r at egy of  int er vent ion f or  examples; ' Unt ouchabilit y' . I n t his case, t he member s 

of  t he same r eligion, i.e., upper  cast e Hindus dominat e t he lower  cast e wit hin it , I n or der  t o 

pr event  t his r eligion based exclusion and discr iminat ion of  lower  cast es t he I ndian const it ut ion 

bans unt ouchabilit y. 

 

 


